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Welcome to ‘Your Guide to Family & Dog Friendly Activities in Beautiful 

Dorset’. Here you’ll find essential tips that you need to know when 

planning your next trip to Dorset. 

Hello!  I’m Caroline and I’ve lived in Dorset since 2013. I run Lancombe 

Country Cottages and Lodges in Maiden Newton, near Dorchester, where 

we welcome guests from all over the world and we hope to welcome you, 

too.  

 

Caroline       

Lancombe Country Cottages and Lodges 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lancombe.co.uk/
https://www.lancombe.co.uk/
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This guide is designed to help you get the most out of your trip to Dorset 

so here’s what you’ll find inside: 

 

 

1. Dog-friendly pubs and places to eat 

2. Thomas Hardy country - where to find the best spots 

3. Festivals in Dorset - when and where? 

4. Jurassic Coast - where is it? 

5. Family-friendly attractions "must see" 

6. Only 3 days in Dorset - what should I see? 

 

https://www.lancombe.co.uk/
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1. Dog Friendly Pubs and Places to Eat  

 

 

The Fox Inn Corscombe 

We have a wide and varied selection of pubs and restaurants that are dog 

friendly.  There are so many amazing coastal and country walks, it’s only 

right that there should be somewhere for everyone to stop off and get 

refreshments! 

 

https://www.lancombe.co.uk/
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So, I’ll start with the two closest pubs.  We are fortunate to be situated 

exactly between two villages and there is a pub in each! 

The Fox & Hounds in Cattistock is a wonderful quintessential country 

pub with an open fire and friendly locals…including a lot of four legged 

ones.  The Fox & Hounds even serve dog beer, as illustrated by the 

resident doglet, Dennis! 😊 A lovely range of food is on offer here too. 

 

Dennis at the Fox & Hounds  

 

The Chalk & Cheese in Maiden Newton.  Again, a very dog friendly 

pub which serves ‘pub grub’ and in the summer there are two suntrap 

patio areas outside. 

 

The Fox Inn in Corscombe.  Corscombe is such a pretty village and just 

outside the pub runs the river Frome.  The pub itself is amazing.  As soon 

as you walk in you are welcomed as if you go there daily, by both the staff 

and the locals.  There are two bar areas, one particularly cosy with a huge 

open fire.   

https://www.lancombe.co.uk/
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There is the conservatory and a snug, perfect for a quiet meal.  When you 

go, you must try their Faggots if they are on the menu, to absolutely die 

for, well not die or you wouldn’t get to taste them! 😊There is such a 

varied selection of specials each day, not pretentious or fancy and 

expensive, just tasty.  

This is where myself, my family and members of our team celebrated our 

first Dorset Tourism Award.  Of course, it’s dog friendly too!  

 

Holly, Marilyn, Bob & me (Caroline)  

For more of our suggestions on where to go with your 

pooch, CLICK HERE    
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2. Thomas Hardy Country – where to find the best spots to visit 
 

 

Thomas Hardy 

West Dorset is renowned for being the late, great Thomas Hardy’s 

(author of Tess of the D’Urbervilles, Far from the Madding Crowd, and 

the Mayor of Casterbridge) birthplace and of course, where his books 

were based, set in the semi fictional world of Wessex. 

Although the places that appear in his novels do exist, in many cases he 

gave the place a fictional name. For example, Hardy's hometown of 

Dorchester is called Casterbridge in his books, notably in The Mayor of 

Casterbridge. In an 1895 preface to his novel Far From the Madding 

Crowd he described Wessex as "a merely realistic dream country"..   

Hardy was born in Lower Bockhampton just on the outskirts of 

Dorchester, where his house is nestled in Thorncombe Woods and is 

owned by the National Trust, so this is a must do!  The Old School 

house is also in this hamlet, and Hardy was possibly one of the first 

pupils to attend, it was also where Fancy Day was a Teacher in ‘Under 

the Greenwood Tree’. 

Hardy was educated in Dorchester before moving to London to enrol in 

King’s College.  He never felt at home in London, so returned to Dorset, 

https://www.lancombe.co.uk/
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where he married and moved into Max Gate, where he also later 

returned and died.  This was a house designed by Hardy and built by his 

brother. It is amazing and is again owned by the National Trust, so it’s 

open to the public.  

 

Max Gate, Dorchester 

 

If you’re a Thomas Hardy fan like me, then CLICK HERE to read more 

about the man and how to connect with his work. 
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3. Festivals in Dorset – when and where? 

 

 

 
Folk Festivals 

 

There are so many festivals in Dorset, depending on what you like.  Here’s 

a couple of my favourites, and you can CLICK HERE  

to visit our blog where we update the dates every year. 

 

The famous Nyetimber Dorset Seafood Festival celebrates great seafood 
and excellent British produce.  You’ll find it in Weymouth Harbour in July. 

Be sure to try the fresh crab and lobster.  Be sure to wash it down with a 

glass of bubbly for maximum enjoyment! 😉 

 

If you love music, dance and comedy, then Wimborne Folk Festival is in 

June is a “must do”.  It’s suitable for families as well. I used to do a spot 

of Maypole Dancing when I was younger, so you may see me there one 

day!   

 

And for folk music lovers, Wessex Folk Festival is another amazing festival 

located at Weymouth Harbour.  This takes place in May and so is worth 
heading along to on a Half Term visit.  

 

https://www.lancombe.co.uk/
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Jurassic Fields Festival is a great family friendly festival held in Bridport in 

July, with lots of attractions for children and an insane amount of options 

to eat and drink plus a fantastic selection of bands.   

 

Dorset Dogs Festival – Dorset Dogs is an amazing group and they have a 

festival around mid-August.  It includes a fun dog show and stalls from 

local dog-related businesses. I love to take my dog Fleur along with me, 
where I’m always hoping she’ll pick up some tips on how a dog should 

really behave!  Well, I live in hope! 

 

 
My Fleur 

 

Remember to CLICK HERE to see more festivals with dates on our 
blog  
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4. Jurassic Coast – where is it? 

 

 
The World Heritage Jurassic Coast 

 

The Jurassic Coast runs along approximately 96 miles along the South 

Coast from Exmouth in East Devon to Studland in Dorset and is one of the 

most popular destinations in Britain.   
 

It was awarded World Heritage Status in December 2001 by UNESCO 

(United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation) because 

of its outstanding Earth Science Interest.  It was the first and only Natural 

World Heritage Site. 

 

 

It is the only place on Earth where 185 million years of the Earth’s history 

are sequentially exposed in dramatic cliffs, secluded coves, coastal stacks 

and barrier beaches.  

 

The ‘tilt’ of the rocks (like in the opening scene to Broadchurch) creates a 
unique ‘walk through time’ from 250 million to 65 million years ago, 

through the Triassic, Jurassic and Cretaceous periods as you walk 

https://www.lancombe.co.uk/
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eastwards along the Site. World Heritage Sites are carefully selected by 

UNESCO as places of ‘outstanding universal value. It is the highest global 

level of designation for a natural area.  

 

The name comes from the best known of the geological periods found 

within it, but in fact the site includes rocks from the Triassic, Jurassic and 

Cretaceous periods.  The phrase ‘Jurassic Coast’ is very quickly becoming 
as familiar as the UK’s other natural wonders such as the Lake District and 

Giant’s Causeway 

 

Top Places to visit 

Golden Cap – is 190m above the sea.  It’s a famous landmark and is the 

highest point of the south coast.  It is a climb, and appears in my top 5 

Dorset walks blog which you can see by CLICKING HERE  

There are panoramic views in all directions from Portland to Dartmoor.   

The Isle of Portland, it’s the JC’s most southerly point, and is joined to the 

mainland by just a thin strip at the southern end of the sweeping arc of 
Chesil Beach.  

 

Its isolated location and beautiful scenery, and of course famous 

lighthouse, make it a real must see.  You can walk around the Island by 

following the South West Coastal Path.  

 

 The famous West Bay hosts the golden cliffs of sand, where you will 

where the sea levels have fallen from about 175 million years ago.  

 

Durdle Door is one of the Jurassic Coast’s most iconic landscapes. It is a 

natural arch, formed from a layer of hard limestone standing almost 

vertically out of the sea 
 

 
Durdle Door  

 
 

  

 

https://www.lancombe.co.uk/
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Fossils can be found all along the Jurassic Coast, but the beaches between 

Charmouth and Lyme Regis are the best and safest places to find Fossils.  

My personal favourite is Charmouth.  This is based upon my own Fossil 

hunting adventures as a child, when I collected Fossils and precious 

stones.  We used to visit my Uncle (who wasn’t really my Uncle) and we 
had hours of fun finding fossils.  There are many guides you can use, 

however, half the fun is finding them yourself, and with a little bit of 

knowledge you can!  You don’t have to pay for it. 

 

When I was a child I always went in wintertime, the beaches are quieter, 

and you are likely to find more fossils due to the rough weather causing 

erosion.  ALWAYS check when the tide is out though, for both safety 

reasons and a low or falling tide is the best time to find them. 

 

If you want to see some fantastic displays of fossils without hunting for 

them yourself, there are interactive hands on exhibits and information on 

fossils and fossil hunting the Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre.  There are 

also Wardens and volunteers on hand who will be happy to help you 
identify your own finds. 

https://www.lancombe.co.uk/
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There is free entry into the Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre, Lower Sea 

Lane, Charmouth, DT6 6LL.  This is open from April – November daily 

from 9.30am – 4.30pm and from November – March, Friday – Monday. 

 

CLICK HERE to read more about the Jurassic Coast and fossil hunting  

 

 

 

 

5. Family Friendly Attractions 

 

 

Me ready for my Farmer Palmer's Visit 

We know what it’s like trying to please everyone, and you want the whole 

family to enjoy your holiday here in Dorset. 

https://www.lancombe.co.uk/
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So I am using my years of experience living here and taking an avid 

interest in all things dog and family friendly, to find you places that you 

may not find on your own, which will be fun for your children and a 

fantastic day out for you and your dogs.  

Being a dog owner, it can be restrictive at times, we all know that.  So 

here are some of my top places to go where you are sure of a great day 

out, and nobody gets left out. 

Well behaved dogs on leads are welcome at ALL the following places. 

Please check our website by clicking here for up to date opening times and 

admission charges.  

 

Nothe Fort 

 

Weymouth’s historic and haunted sea fort on the Jurassic Coast!  There 

are loads to do for kids.  You can run around and see the big guns! Find 

out what it was like for kids in the war.  See how many times you can spot 

Warren the Mouse.  Whilst the rest of the family can wonder at the 

spectacular views across the Jurassic Coast.  There’s disabled access, 

council operated parking, picnic areas, gift shop and café 

 

 

https://www.lancombe.co.uk/
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Castletown D-Day Centre 

A very interactive WW2 visitor attraction where it’s encouraged to handle 

weapons, climb in vehicles and dress up in authentic uniforms.  Great for 

kids and easy to find – just look for Sherman the Tank! 

 

 

Abbotsbury Sub-tropical Gardens 

An 18th century garden with rare plants and stunning views of the Jurassic 

Coast.  Free parking, restaurant serving local produce and 50% of the 

gardens are accessible to disabled visitors 

 

 

 

https://www.lancombe.co.uk/
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Athelhampton House and Gardens 

The quintessential English manor house with world famous gardens.  Dogs 

are allowed in the visitor centre and gardens but only guide dogs are 

permitted in the house.  There’s a £1 entry fee for dogs.  You’ll find a 

restaurant, gift shop and free parking 

 

 

Athelhampton House  

 

 

 

6. Only 3 days in Dorset – what should I see? 

There is so much to see and do in Dorset that it is difficult to condense my 

favourites in to 3 days.  But as I have a low attention span, I have 
collected from favourites from each area and recommend a whistle stop 

tour, with a view to choosing your best and revisiting when you return to 

Lancombe again. 

 

Day 1 East of Dorset 

 

Travel to the beautiful and secluded Lulworth Cove, and see the iconic 

Durdle Door a little further up the South West Coastal Path.   Just before 

reaching your final destination, which is the pretty town of Swanage with 

https://www.lancombe.co.uk/
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its sandy beach, you must stop off at Corfe, where the amazing ruins of 

Corfe Castle can be seen.   

You could always get the Swanage Steam Railway for the remainder of 

your journey.  If you don’t want the stunning and iconic views, and for 

some fun, you can always stop off on the way at Monkey World, or Farmer 

Palmer’s Activity Farm 

 
  

Day 2 West of Dorset 

 

Visit the sandy beach of Weymouth and travel along to the 18 mile stretch 

of Chesil Beach before reaching Portland and of course it’s famous 

Lighthouse Portland Bill.  Whilst that way stop off for a bite to eat at the 

Dorset Burger Company, where they serve handcrafted specialised 

burgers. Or take the dog along to the very dog friendly Aura Café, and if 

it’s a Saturday or Sunday, let the dogs take you.  

 

Day 3 West Bay 

 

Go a bit further west to West Bay, made famous by the TV series 
Broadchurch, where you can either stop off at Rachel’s for a crab 

sandwich, or wait until you get a mile down the road to the very dog 

friendly Hive Beach and Hive Beach Café.  You must, absolutely must, 

drive over Eggardon Hill and stop to take in the spectacular panoramic 

views over to the way to West Bay.   

 

You can wander around the shops of West Bay or just down the road visit 

the Market Town of Bridport.  Carry on down the coast when it’s a bit 

quieter to try your hand at fossil hunting in Charmouth.   

 

If you get back early on either day, which I can pretty much guarantee 

you won’t want to. You can always pop down the road to the County Town 
of Dorchester and visit Thomas Hardy’s birthplace and visit the many 

museums.   Then you can stop off in the vibrant Brewery Square for a 

pizza or something a little more special.  

 

https://www.lancombe.co.uk/
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A Lancombe Sunset  

 

I hope you’ve enjoyed this free guide to Family & Dog Friendly Activities in 

Dorset, and that I’ve helped you to plan your next visit. 

 

Please let me know if there’s anything else I can do to help you by 

contacting me below 

 

Caroline 😊 

 

 
 

Website: https://www.lancombe.co.uk 

Email: info@lancombe.co.uk 

Telephone: +44 (0)1300 320 562 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/LancombeCountryCottages/ 
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